
GUYANA
Country Profile

South America Undiscovered



1

Introduction
Official Name: Co-operative Republic of Guyana 
Short Form: Guyana 
Former: British Guiana

GUYANA, often referred to as the land of many waters, is the only English-
speaking country in South America. It is the fourth-smallest country on 
mainland South America, spanning 215,000 square kilometers (83,000 
square miles). 

Guyana was first colonized by the Dutch and eventually by the British.  
The country gained its Independence on 26 May 1966 and then became 
a Republic within the Commonwealth of Nations on 23 February 1970. 

While physically located in South America, Guyana is historically and 
culturally connected to the Caribbean region through its colonial past. 
Guyana is a founding member of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
and as such, it is a part of the single market and single economy of the 
Community. 

Geography and Climate
Location - Northern South America, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to 
the North , between Suriname (to the East), Venezuela (to the West) and 
Brazil (to the South-West)

Area - 215,000 sq. km. (83 000 sq. mi.) 
Terrain: Coastal plain, inland highlands, rain forest, and savanna.

Climate - Equatorial tropical. The Local Climate is tropical and generally 
hot and humid, though moderated by northeast trade winds along the 
coast. Mean temperature of 27°C to 31°C.

There are two rainy seasons, the first from May to mid-August, and 
the second from mid-November to mid-January. With rainfall of 
approximately 2,300mm a year in Georgetown.

Time Zone - Four hours behind GMT; one hour ahead of EST.

Natural Resources - Bauxite, gold, diamonds, manganese, timber, and 
other natural resources including uranium.  
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Capital City 
Georgetown (located on the coastal plain- Region 4 - where 
approximately 40 percent of the population resides)

Other Towns
•	 Anna Regina
•	 Bartica
•	 Corriverton
•	 Lethem
•	 Linden
•	 Mabaruma
•	 Mahdia
•	 New Amsterdam
•	 Rose Hall

Administrative Regions (10)
•	 Region 1 – Barima-Waini
•	 Region 2 – Pomeroon-Supenaam
•	 Region 3 – Essequibo Islands-West Demerara
•	 Region 4 – Demerara-Mahaica
•	 Region 5 – Mahaica-Berbice
•	 Region 6 – East Berbice-Corentyne
•	 Region 7 – Cuyuni-Mazaruni
•	 Region 8 – Potaro-Siparuni
•	 Region 9 – Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo
•	 Region 10 – Upper Demerara-Upper Berbice

Counties
•	 Essequibo
•	 Demerara
•	 Berbice

People and Society

Nationality: Guyanese (sing. and pl.).

Population: 792,971 (2022)

Sex Ratio: 1.01

Population Growth Rate: 0.36% (2021)

Median Age: 24.6 years (2021)

Urbanization: 26.9% (211,821) (2020) 

Migration Rate: 6.859 per 1000 population

Ethnic groups: East Indian origin 49%, African origin 32%, 

mixed 12%, Amerindian 6%, White and 

Chinese 1%.

Religions: Christian 66.0%, Hindu 24.9%, Muslim 

6.4%, religiously unaffiliated 2.0%, other 

0.5%, Folk or traditional religion 0.2%

Languages English, Guyanese Creole, Amerindian 

languages (primarily Carib and Arawak)

Literacy: 88.5%

https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/population-by-country.htm
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/american_languages.htm
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Government and Economy
GOVERNMENT
Type: Parliamentary republic within the Commonwealth 
Independence: 26 May 1966 
Republic: 23 February 1970 
Constitution: several previous; latest promulgated 6 October 1980

Legal system: common law system, based on the English model, with 
some Roman-Dutch civil law influence

Business Attire: Men wear long or short sleeved shirts a jacket is optional. 
Shirt and tie attire is common in most offices. Females are expected to 
dress conservatively.

       Entry Requirements
All visitors require a valid passport. Those arriving by air require an onward 
plane ticket. Visas are necessary for all visitors except nationals of the 
following countries: Commonwealth Countries, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and USA. Visitors are 
advised to check with the nearest Guyana Embassy or Consulate or their 
travel agent.

           COVID-19 Protocols
For entry into Guyana, a negative PCR is required along with proof of 
vaccination by any of the WHO approved list of vaccines.

ECONOMY
Currency: Guyanese Dollar (GYD)
Exchange Rate: Sell Rate GY $210.45 to US $1, Buy Rate GY $208.50 to US$1
Inflation Rate: 5.7% YOY (2021)
GDP TOTAL (USD billion): $5.47 (2021)
GDP (Real Growth Rate): 
Real GDP: 19.9 % (2021)

Non-Oil GDP: 4.6 % (2021)
GDP per Capita: $6,956 (2021)
Global Growth: 5.9 % (2021)

Banks: 
Banks are opened 
Monday- Thursday: 08:00hrs- 14:00hrs  |  Friday: 08:00hrs- 14:30hrs

Contribution by Sectors:
•	 Agriculture- 27.1% to non-oil GDP
•	 Extractive Industries: 47%
•	 Manufacturing: 4.24%
•	 Services 11.9 % 

Total Imports (USD billions) 3.69
Total Exports (USD billions) 2.80

Unemployment Rate: 15.6 % (2021)

Agriculture products: Sugar, rice, other crops ( coconuts, plantains, 
pineapples, cereals and legumes, hot peppers etc) vegetable oils; beef, 
pork, poultry meat, dairy products; fish and crustaceans.

Industries: oil and gas , bauxite, gold mining,  sugar, rice milling, timber, 
textiles

Main export commodities: crude oil, sugar, rice, gold, bauxite, fish and 
crustaceans, molasses, rum, timber

Main import  commodities: Fuel & lubricants, industrial (plant) machinery, 
motor vehicles, electrical machinery

Main trading partners: USA, UK, Canada, CARICOM, China 

Trade & Economic Cooperation Agreements: 
•	 Bilateral: Guyana-Brazil Partial Scope Agreement, Guyana-Kuwait 

Trade Agreement, Guyana-Argentina Trade and Economic Cooperation 
Agreement,  Guyana- China Trade Agreement

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/legal-system
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/currencies.htm
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•	 Regional: Regional Integration Agreement with Caricom, Caribbean 
Basic Economic Recovery Act (CBERA), CARIBCAN, Caricom – 
Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement, Caricom-Colombia Trade, 
Economic, and Technical Cooepration Agreement, Caricom – Costa 
Rica Free Trade Agreement, Caricom – Cuba Trade & Economic 
Cooperation Agreement, Caricom-Venezuela Trade, Economic, and 
Technical Cooperation Agreement, the Cotonou Agreement, Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA)

Energy
Electricity access
Electrification - total population: 91.8% 
Electrification - urban areas: 96.9% 
Electrification - rural areas: 90% 

Electricity production
169.3 MWH
Voltage 
110v in Georgetown
220v in most places, including the suburban Georgetown

Electricity consumption
Estimated 126.98 MWH 
Crude oil reserves: 9 bbl – ranked 19th in the world 
Electricity- installed generating capacity 
177 MW (2020) 

  Transportation
Airports with paved runways - Total: 11 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 2  
914 to 1,523 m: 1  
under 914 m: 8 

Airports with unpaved runways - Total: 106 (2013)
1,524 to 2,437 m: 1  
914 to 1,523 m: 16  
under 914 m: 89 

Roadways
Total: 3,995 km  
Paved: 799 km  
Unpaved: 3,196 km 

Waterways
330 km (the Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo Rivers are navigable by 
oceangoing vessels for 150 km, 100 km, and 80 km respectively) 

Merchant marine
Total: 58 
by type: general cargo 28, oil tanker 7, other 23 

Ports and terminals
Major seaport(s): Georgetown
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https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/electricity-access
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/electricity-access
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/electricity-access
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/airports-with-unpaved-runways
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/roadways
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/waterways
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/merchant-marine
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/ports-and-terminals
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Guyana Overseas 
Development Missions
Barbados
Consulate General
‘Harbour View House’
Highgate Park, Collymore Rock
St. Michael, BB14005, Barbados
Tel: 246-537-2767
E-mail: guyanaconsulate.bb@mission.gov.gy 

Belgium 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: Boulevard Brand Whitlock 114
1200 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: 322 675 6216
E-mail: info@embassyofguyana.be

Brazil 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: SHIS Q1 05 Conjunto 19, Casa 24
Lago Sul
Brasilia DF, Brazil
Tel:  55 - 61 - 3248 – 0874
E-mail: embguyana@embguyana.org.br

Consulate General
Rua Joao Pereira Caldas
71-Nossa Senhora Aparecida
CEP: 69.306-450 
CNPJ: 05.870.492/001-90
Boa Vista-Roraima, Brazil 
Tel: 55-95-3624-1129
Email: guyanaconsulatebrazil@hotmail.com

Canada 
High Commission of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: 123 Slater Street
Suite 902
Ottawa, Canada ON KIP 5H2
Tel: 613 - 235 – 7240
E-mail: guyana@guyanamissionottawa.org 

Consulate General
505 Consumers Road
Suite 707
Willowdale, Ontario, Canada M2J 4V8
Tel:  416 - 494 -6040
E-mail: info@guyanaconsulate.com
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mailto:guyanaconsulate.bb@mission.gov.gy
mailto:info@embassyofguyana.be
mailto:embguyana@embguyana.org.br
mailto:guyanaconsulatebrazil@hotmail.com
mailto:guyana@guyanamissionottawa.org
mailto:info@guyanaconsulate.com
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China
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: No. 1 Xiu  Shui Dong Jie
Jian Guo Men Wai
Beijing 100600, China 
Tel:   8610 - 6532 – 1601/1337
E-mail: admin@guyanaembassybeijing.cn
Cuba
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: Calle 18, No. 506
Entre 5ta y 7ma
Miramar, Havana, Cuba
Tel:  537 - 204 - 2094     
E-mail: geh@mission.gov.gy/ guyanasecretaria@gmail.com

India 
High Commission of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: E-7/19 Vasant Vihar
New Delhi – 110057, India
Tel: 9111- 4166 – 9717/8 
E-mail:  hcomm_ind@mission.gov.gy

Kuwait 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: Block 3, Street 321, Villa 3
Mubarak Abdullah Al Jaber
West Mishref, State of Kuwait
Tel: 965-2539-7939; 965-2539-4336
Email: guyanaembassy.kuwait@gmail.com

South Africa
High Commission of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: Suite H, Third Floor
Grosvenor Place
235 Grosvenor Street
PO. Box 12238
Hatfield 0081, Pretoria ,South Africa 
Tel: 27 79 648 6373; 27 12 941 1694
E-mail: ghcpretoria@hcguyana.co.za 

Suriname 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
Chancery: Henck Arronstraat No. 82
P. O. Box 785
Paramaribo, Suriname
Tel:  597 - 477 – 895 
E-mail: gep@mission.gov.gy

Consulate General
Gouverneur Straat & West Kanaal Straat
No. 10 Nickerie, Suriname
Tel: 597-211-019
E-mail: gcn@mission.gov.gy

Switzerland 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: 1 rue du Pré-de-la-Bichette 
2ème étage
1202 Genève, Switzerland  
Tel: 41 22 730 1790-2
Email: pmog.gv@gmail.com

Trinidad and Tobago
Consulate General
No. 12 Alexandra Street
St. Clair, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago
Tel: 868 622 2913/ 868 628 2616
Email: ghctt@mission.gov.gy

United Kingdom
High Commission of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: 3 Palace Court
Bayswater Road, 
London W2 4LP, England
Tel: 44 - 207 – 229 -7684
E-mail: guyanahc1@btconnect.com

United States of America 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: 2490 Tracy Place, N. W.
Washington, D.C., 20008, USA
Tel: 202 - 265 – 3834/6900
E-mail:   guyanaembassydc@verizon.net

Consulate General
308 West 38 Street
8-9 Avenue
New York , NY 10018, USA
Tel: 212 - 947 – 5115-6/ 5110-9
E-mail: cgny@guyanaconsulatenewyork.org

Permanent Mission to the UN
801 Second Avenue,
Fifth Floor
New York
New York 10017, USA
Tel: 212 573 5828
E-mail: Guyana@UN.int  

Venezuela 
Embassy of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Chancery: Segunda Avenida entre Novena y Decima Transversal
Urbanizacion Altamira, Municipio Chacao
Caracas, Venezuela
Tel: 58 - 212 – 267-7095
E-mail:embguyccs@gmail.com 
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mailto:admin@guyanaembassybeijing.cn
mailto:geh@mission.gov.gy/
mailto:guyanasecretaria@gmail.com
mailto:hcomm_ind@mission.gov.gy
mailto:guyanaembassy.kuwait@gmail.com
mailto:ghcpretoria@hcguyana.co.za
mailto:gep@mission.gov.gy
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Diplomatic Missions present in Guyana: 
Argentine Republic, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Canada, Caricom, 
European Union, Federative Republic of Brazil, India, People’s Republic of 
China, Republic of Chile, Republic of Cuba, Republic of Suriname, Republic 
of Trinidad & Tobago, Russian Federation, Sovereign Military Hospitaller 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, United Nations, 
United Mexican States, United States of America, United Kingdom 

Regional & International Organizations present in Guyana: 
Cariforum, CARDI, FAO, IADB, IICA, IWOKRAMA, IOM, OAS, PAHO/
WHO, UNDP, UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNPF, WB, WFP

International organization participation: 
ACP, AOSIS, C, Caricom, CD, CDB, CELAC, FAO, G-77, IADB, IBRD, ICAO, 
ICCT, ICRM, IDA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, ILO, IMF, IMO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, ISO 
(correspondent), ITU, LAES, MIGA, NAM, OAS, OIC, OPANAL, OPCW, 
PCA, PROSUR, UN, UNCTAD, UNEP, UNESCO, UNIDO, UPU, WCO, 
WFTU (NGOs), WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/international-organization-participation
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